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General Clavering had got possession of all the des-
patches from Europe, and refused not only to deliver
them up to Hastings, but also to show them to the
judges. Hastings assured the judges, in writing, that
if, upon inspection of the said despatches from Europe,
they should find any act of his from which his resigna-
tion could be deduced, he would immediately vacate
the chair. Clavering and Francis then condescended
to enclose copies of some of the despatches, upon which,
they said, their claims were indubitably and immovably
grounded. They did not offer to abide by the decision
of the judges, but they agreed to suspend the execution
of their orders as a Council, till the judges should have
given their opinion.
In the meanwhile, Clavering demanded the keys of the
fort and treasury, and wrote a letter to the comman-
dant of the fort, requiring his obedience; and Hastings,
equally active and far more self-possessed, clenched
the keys with a firmer grasp, sent opposite orders to
the commandant, and showed himself fully determined
to meet force by force. The sword of civil war seemed
half unsheathed. But the military man, Clavering,
cooled at the sight of this unexpected boldness in the
civilian; and, unquestionably, had it come to an issue,
the vast majority of the army in India would have
stood by their experienced Governor, rather than by
their untried Commander-m-Chief.
The judges were unanimously of opinion, that it
would be illegal in General Clavering to assume the
chair, or otherwise persevere in his course. Thus
baffled, the confederates wrote a letter to the judges,
acquiescing in their judgment. Francis, however,
showing his pride and malignity, seceded from the
Council re-assembled under the presidency of Hastings,
and would not apologize for his absence.
With this decided majority, that is to say, himself
with his casting vote, and Mr. Barwell, against the
General, Hastings now carried a resolution that
Clavering, by taking the oath as Governor General,
and by his violent proceedings, had vacated his seat as
senior Member of the Council, and could no longer sit
at the board in any capacity. But here the judges,
with Sir Elijah at their head, refused to go along with
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